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e c Antonius!    Lepidus!' *

The noise grew louder. The speakers in the House could
only be heard by those close at hand. The building seemed
to rock. The clang of arms rang through the tumult.
Antonius announced that he would go out, address the
crowd, and calm them. Followed by Lepidus, he left the
Temple, fretting at the thought of what would happen to
the debate in his absence, but glad to reach the open air
again.

"Marcus Antonius!"

The mob screamed with joy to see him, and he flushed
with pride, though he could not forget the rebellious Senate
at his rear. With the Senate lay the ultimate power; he
could not believe otherwise; in the Senate alone was pre-
served, however tainted, the tradition of Rome. A noisy
mob was no creator of empire; but he went, happily, with
the tide of the flowing figures.

"To the Forum!"

IN the Senate Antonius had unwittingly left a strong ally in
Dolabella. Dolabella, as he had already shown, cared little
for party faith, though he preferred revolutionary measures.
What he cared supremely for at the moment was the consul-
ship. He saw at once that if Caesar was declared a tyrant
he would lose his rank, and his record would at once blacken
him, for the victorious conservatives who would no longer
need his support. Taking charge of the proceedings, he
made it clear that if there was any suggestion of nullifying
Caesar's acts he would oppose all proposals to relieve the
conspirators of their blood-guilt. It was ridiculous to talk
of throwing Caesar's body into the Tiber when the mob was
roaring in the streets. How could Caesar's acts be repudiated
when the Liberators in the Capitol were at this moment
circulating pamphlets to say that they struck only at Caesar
personally and meant to respect all his legislation?

He waved one of the sheets in the face of the Senate and
succeeded at last in shaking their eagerness to clarify issues
by denouncing Caesar as a tyrant.

Cicero listened in despair. His legal mind saw the impasse
of the situation: a point that no one had considered before